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Society: The Florida Historical Society

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FLORIDA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY HELD AT THE SOCIETY’S LIBRARY
IN ST. AUGUSTINE ON MAY 10, 1946.

President Karl A. Bickel of Sarasota called the
meeting to order at 11:00 a. m.
Dr. Carita Doggett Corse of Jacksonville
moved that the reading of the minutes of
the previous meeting be dispensed with ;
Mrs. Ruby Leach Carson of Miami seconded; the motion passed.
The report of Mrs. M. A. Johnson of St. Augustine, Acting Librarian, was read and accepted.
The Treasurer’s report, read by Mr. Albert
Manucy of St. Augustine, was read and accepted.
The President pointed out that a preliminary
report by the Long Range Planning Committee, of
which Dr. Mark Boyd of Tallahassee is chairman,
appeared in the current issue of the Quarterly.
Mr. Bickel then made an informal report on the
discharge of his duties as President during the past
year. He pointed out certain obligations of the
Society as a social influence in the state; he stressed
the potentialities of the Society in state-wide and
local movements for historical conservation, especially for the collection and preservation of source
records. In addition to its responsibility in the field
of research, the Society should have the primary
aim of making all Floridians conscious of their State
history.
Mr. Bickel said that much of the Society’s future
work may be based upon the recommendations forthcoming from Dr. Boyd’s Planning Committee, which
is engaged in a reappraisal of the Society’s plans
and its physical and financial needs.
To a degree, therefore, membership drives may
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be held in abeyance until the Committee submits
recommendations for necessary reclassification of
memberships. The President further said, however,
that the Society could progress by fostering organization of county and other local historical societies.
There should be numerous local organizations associated with the Florida Historical Society, which
could be called to the support of the Society when
such support was needed.
By way of illustration, Mr. Bickel reported on
the organization of the Manatee county group of
the Society, and cited this achievement as an example of what may be done elsewhere.
As in the case of memberships, Mr. Bickel said,
the question of a permanent home for the Society
must await recommendations of the Planning Committee, since a home project involves financing
beyond the Society’s present means.
Reporting on the work of the Marker Committee,
Mr. Bickel reviewed his recent conferences with
Governor Millard Caldwell, Director Lewis G.
Scoggin of the Florida Park Service, and other State
officials. Steps are under way to appoint a state
archeologist who will, as one of his major duties,
select sites to be marked. The Florida Park Service
had already submitted tentative designs for suitable
historic site markers, and done other pertinent work
with the State Road Department. Early results in
these matters are expected.
Mention was made of Mr. Watt Marchman’s return from overseas Army duty. Prior to his military service, Mr. Marchman had long and ably
served the Society as Corresponding Secretary and
Librarian. Mr. Bickel said that in order to retain
Mr. Marchman’s services for the Society again, it
would be necessary to offer him a substantial in-
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crease in salary. Dr. Boyd’s committee has the
matter under consideration.
The President then called for new business. Dr.
Webster Merritt of Jacksonville rose to mention the
faithful service rendered by Acting Corresponding
Secretary and Librarian Johnson during Mr.
Marchman’s absence.
Dr. Merritt moved that Mrs. Johnson’s
salary be increased from $1200 to $1500 per
annum, retroactive as of March 1, 1946. Dr.
Corse seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Dr. Corse suggested that members of the Society
acquaint the Coordinator of the Florida State budget with the nature of the service rendered by the
Society to the State Library Board ; the President
requested the Tallahassee members in particular to
talk with the Coordinator.
The President read a letter from Mrs. J. D.
McFadden of Alachua, asking the Society to pass a
resolution urging the State to preserve, mark and
otherwise reestablish certain portions of the historic
Bellamy Road from St. Augustine to Pensacola.
Dr. Corse moved that the letter be referred
to the incoming Board of Directors for action. Mrs. F. W. Kirtland of Jacksonville
seconded. The motion passed.
Miss Daisy Parker of Tallahassee read the following report of the Nominating Committee:
NOMINATIONS
REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR 1946

Slate of Officers
President : Dr. Mark F. Boyd, Tallahassee
First Vice-President: Col. John B. Stetson, Jr.,
U.S.M.C.
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Second Vice-President: Dr. Webster Merritt, Jacksonville
Recording Secretary and Treasurer : Mr. Albert
Manucy, St. Augustine
Acting Corresponding Secretary and Librarian :
Mrs. M. A. Johnson, St. Augustine
Directors-at-Large : Senator Charles O. Andrews,
Orlando ; Dr. Rembert W. Patrick, Gainesville
Directors :
First Congressional District: Dr. E. R. Nance,
Tampa
Third Congressional District: Mr. T. T. Wentworth, Jr., Pensacola
Fourth Congressional District: Mrs. Marjory
Stoneman Douglas, Coconut Grove
Fifth Congressional District: Mr. W. J. Winter,
St. Augustine
Nominations Committee for 1947
Richard P. Daniel, Jacksonville, Chairman
Mrs. Alton B. Whitman, Orlando
Miss Cornelia Leffler, Miami
T. Ralph Robinson, Terra Ceia
Kenneth MacGowan, Quincy
Mr. Manucy moved the acceptance of the
report and that the Secretary cast the ballot. The motion was seconded, passed
unanimously, and the nominees were declared duly elected.
Dr. Merritt reported that in line with suggestions
made by Dr. Boyd’s Committee, the matter of
closer cooperation between the Jacksonville Historical Society and the Florida Historical Society was
discussed in a recent meeting of the Jacksonville
Society, which recommended that both work closely
together, but with no immediate modification in
official relationships.
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Mrs. E. W. Lawson of St. Augustine moved
that the President be voted thanks for the
work done for the Society during his term
of office. Dr. Merritt took the chair. The
motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Miss Sally Akin of St. Augustine mentioned the
successful work done by librarians among Chicago
school children, by enlisting their aid in the collection and preservation of historical materials, and
suggested that similar work among children might
be productive in Florida. Mr. Gordon Reeves of
Jacksonville suggested a junior branch of the
Society-young members who could “grow up” in
the Society. He thought that the work might start
by chartering school groups. The suggestion was
enthusiastically received. Mrs. Lawson cited the
productive work done among school children by the
St. Augustine Historical Society; Mrs. Carson reported a definite field for junior historical work in
Dade County schools.
Mrs. Carson moved that Mr. Reeves be
appointed a committee, of one to report to
Dr. Boyd’s Planning Committee on plans
for juvenile participation in the work of
the Society. Dr. Corse seconded, and the
motion passed.
Mr. Manucy invited the members interested in
juvenile programs to attend the Saturday morning
meetings of the Castillo Club, a juvenile historical
society sponsored by the staff of Castillo de San
Marcos National Monument. He gave a brief review of the original historical playlets written and
produced by this group of 6-to 13-year-olds as one
evidence of their interest in local history.
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Dr. Merritt moved adjournment. It was
seconded and passed.
Respectfully submitted,
ALBERT C. MANUCY
Recording Secretary

Approved: K ARL A. B ICKEL
President

REPORT OF THE ACTING LIBRARIAN

The most outstanding event of the year was the
joint meeting in December of the Florida Academy
of Sciences and the Florida Historical Society.
Many persons prominent in the field of history and
education attended this first, and successful, meeting of the two organizations. At this time we were
fortunate in having the Library of Congress Florida
Centennial exhibit on display.
Another event of wide interest was the exhibit of
the Randolph Caldecott collection on March 22, the
anniversary of the noted illustrator’s birth. Local
interest in this rare and valuable collection is mainly
due to the fact that Caldecott’s death occurred in St.
Augustine (in 1886) and burial was in the Evergreen Cemetery here.
Numerous requests for historical data have come
from distant States and during this year we have
had an unusual number from various sections of
Florida. We have also had a number of letters from
men in the service; the most recent ones from Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri ; Chanute Field, Illinois ;
Fort Benning, Georgia, and the Key West Submarine Base. From far away Sydney, Australia,
came a letter seeking information with a view of
organizing a historical society. The writer of the
letter asked for details on the objects of this Society,
methods of carrying on its work, meetings, publications, etc. Also from a long distance, Honolulu, we
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